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The Consumption and Circulation of Food Commoditiesin the Marshall Islands
Yi-Chun LU

Department of Anthropology, National Taiwan Univgrs

Abstract
In the past, the Marshallese mainly had foods preddrom the islands. After
gathering the local foods from the islands, foodsi\t be redistributed among the
kinships, landowners, and chief, who are all relatethe land. Local product, kinship,
and land are closely connected to each other. $asle economy was introduced to
the Marshall Islands, the nation has also beenentted by the economic system of
the world market. People have become dependensiag nash to buy food
commodities from supermarkets or small stores. phenomenon makes the
Marshallese highly reliant on impoWdﬂdctpo iegi but not on foods produced
in Majuro, the capital of the Marshall Islands. Tduﬁf@g]porary patterns of food
production and consumption have'changed Becautse difluence of capitalism. In
this preliminary fieldwork, the authorfocuses @awhthe Mavshallese consume and
circulate local foods:and food commodities in thekily IlvesE’andlfe cycle rites,
such as first-year birthseeremoni neraiwrAhe 198 century, capitalism
was still evident in‘the Marshall Is d managers who owned
the land rights required the common ood_s,. or' Tency in exchange
for the lands they used. With the mfluence oftHEmam _y';wiés circulated among
households or kinships. However it was not om the chiefs or land
managers to the commoners. At pres epend highly on imported
goods, limited arable land resour, %conommpetition with Chinese
immigrants. In this situation, it is iIngefestingdiscuss how the Marshallese create
new value for their limited resources and what naeggms they use to gain money
based on food commodities in their efforts to inyertheir current economic
conditions under the influence of capitalism.

Keyword: food, commodity, consumption, capitalism
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Mweiuk Walk: Goods Walk among the Marshallese
Yi-Chun LU
Department of Anthropology, National Taiwan Univgrs
Abstract
The concept of theMweluk waN ergﬁnﬁteﬁ from the “Cake Walk”, however,

the Mweiuk Walk is different becauseyits mvelves go@a‘; toAmn instead of cakes. In

Instead of cakes, 'food commodit i |beca _a_e they are more

important in the daily Ilves of the Marshallese €Tdh ' e in the value of goods

varies based on the prices of tlckets At tlrn@h sé handmadeaumu dresses,
handicrafts such as wreaths, earri %\e kidseserve as prizes.

The Rita Christian Church, eﬁestant chimdWiajuro, has become more than
a place of worship. Currently, it has become a eladere people gather and
redistribute foods and goods. Land managers argkesons connecting the church
with chiefs, land managers, and commoners on laidte Church fits in the
Marshallese society because of its traditionallgrdmchical position in the society.

However, women in the Rita Christian Church go lelythe hierarchy because they

are actively involved in raising funds through Weeiuk Walk.

Keywords: goods, consumption, Protestant churclmemq hierarchy
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Food Commaodification and Women in Protestant Chegalf the Marshall Islands
Yi-Chun LU
Department of Anthropology, National Taiwan Uniugrs

Abstract
Since the inception in 1857 of the United ChurciCbfist-Congregational in the
Marshall Islands, the other factioqw @pflﬂaﬁChurch such as the Assemblies of

God, Bikot Nan Jesus, Light Hg,lj_s’e, I Go&&&pg others, have been

........ = >

-
---------
e

4 0
gradually establish shall '%ands. At present,

Marshallese womenin prot

imzbactiv§y in raising funds for

church activities.

rice, flour, quarter-| upermatkets, or small stores.
R kst ;._‘.'l-_i._
sian (Japanese, Korean,
i
nd of Marshall Islands.

The Marshallese’s diet
Chinese) and the American because of the ‘@n

My current paper will focus on how, w ittherafaentioned protestant churches
commodify cooked foods to mak&les on the rgdd bake cakes, pies, sweets or
cookies at home, as well as how they recreatedhevalues of these cooked foods to

raise funds for their churches.

Keywords: food, commodification, women, church
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Lesson 2: Hello, How are you, Thank you (Beginning Phrases)

This lesson introduces some common phrases in Marshallese. They are not only useful
for conversation. but also for practicing reading and pronouncing Marshallese.  Practice
pronouncing these phrases with a Marshallese person if you can.

Between each phrase and its English meaning. you will see words in smaller print. This
is an intermediate translation step between the Marshallese and the English. It tells you what
each word in the Marshallese phrase means. A */° shows the break between two words. For
instance. in ‘ipkwe aolep’ (“hello everyone’). “ipkwe™ means “love” and “aolep’ means “all,” so
the small print says “love/all’ to tell you what each word means. A *-" indicates the break between
two parts ol a word. For instance. in “elukkuun emman’ (‘I'm doing great’). the “elukkuun’ is
made up of e (“it") plus “lukkuun’ (‘really’). so the small print says “it-really” to tell you what
each part of “elukkuun’ means.

- Hello and goodbye

Iokwe = | love = Hello or Goodbye

Igkwe igkwe = | love/love = Hello

Iokwe eok’ = [ love/you(singular) = Hello or Goodbye (to one person only)
Igkwe kom = | love/you(plural) = Hello or Goodbye (to more than one person)
Iokwe aolep = | love/all = Hello everyone or Goodbye everyone
Bar lo eok = again/see/you(singular) | = See you later (to one person only)
Barlokom = | again/see/you(plural) = See you later (10 more than one person)

BEEFEL A

Chapter_13_AGFRD.pdf - Adobe Reader = - — - ; [
BEF) #EE 2RV XH0) I=M BEW RHEH) =
(Wl = BN @ 1z 8@ 1% -iE H r
El
Chapter 13 — Agriculture, Fisheries and Rural Development El
Table 13.1 Copra Production (S.Tons) by Atolls/Islands in RMI: 2001-2006
Atoll/Island 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006
Ailinglaplap 864 496 533 853 808 657
Ailuk 86 52 53 45 64 70
Amo 671 348 867 712 678 825
Aur 267 123 270 344 344 256
Ebon 438 328 410 373 396 473
Enewetak 0 (1] ) 0 1]
Jabat 21 44 22 39 58 61
Jaluit 274 168 179 286 277 195
Kili 0 (1] ) 3 2 ]
Kwajalem 9 9 12 24 27 26
Lae 86 20 34 42 46 30
Lib 81 34 43 36 47 a5
Likiep 72 9 17 54 60 58
Majuro 70 30 23 90 99 86
Maloelap 325 163 203 178 257 228
Mejit 157 32 143 117 92 121
Mili 600 272 473 632 566 511
Namdrik 370 110 344 310 405 399
Namu 345 263 385 390 380 275

A e 47 | . . . - - -
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L] El

Celebrating ‘Q
our 40th year”
of publication

journal@ntamar.net

The day before Christmas,

the ECC belonged to

148 children of Delap, for

“Bonny and Ken's Second

Annual Delap Children’s

Holiday Party” When

a friend asked Bonny

Taggart how they picked

Delap for their party, she

answered, "We didn't.

Delap picked us.”

Taking photos of kids

in late 2007 in Delap

resulted in a lively

Christmas party.

“As we walked the main

road during the past year,

we invariably encountered

one of our ‘boys’ who
wanted to know if

DL d 79 e - - | 2010 REVISED_CPI CalSht2010Latest - Microsoft Excel o T
_y 5 | BA NmEEE X B 0 BE &R 2 BaS 7 7 o x
R e = = B Ere ! = ESHME - ;

B ] R = =|{[=-| ‘@“Eﬂﬁﬂ HE A oHE s S 3w - PG
. - e Lxps A =5 s = tE 235
BE g ie @ e adl|= = ERET - |6 o |[sa)| BEESEASCRETS | A BE AR o ZEREEE
pEE - e |l sipnst 5 wE f gsm w% ]
| Bl - &l

Cl CJ CK CL CM

s

N‘M

il

Cereé\s (breakfast cereal, etc.) 6.64 1.03 052 641 097 0.50 638 0.99 0.50
Rice 1297 092 1002 1091 0.84 843 1.4 1.05 881

~

| 8: Flour 15.31 0.97 2.41 13.75 0.90 2471 14.04 1.02 221
| el [Ramen and other instant noodles 072 105 138 0863 087 119 085 1.02 121
10 Bread 1.45 1.20 088 149 1.03 091 160 1.07 098

Donuts, pastries, etc. 1.25 1.00 0.90 121 0.97 087 1.59 1.31 1.14
Steak/beef (all types) 429 1.00 085 4.45 1.04 088 434 098 086
(Canned corned beef 342 1.00 332 330 097 321 340 1.03 330
[Canned luncheon meat (Hormel Spam) 235 1.00 1.51 321 0.96 1.45 3.42 1.06 1.54
[Whole chicken (frying chicken, etc.) 1.58 1.00 230 231 1.46 336 231 1.00 3.36
Turkey and turkey parts 1.32 103 159 140 1.06 169 162 1.16 1.98

Chicken legs 1.52 1.08 4.10 141 0.93 3.80 1.52
(Chicken breasts and all other parts 0.44 120 012 207 473 058 210
(Canned mackeral 1.60 120 099 171 1.07 1.05 168
(Canned tuna 1.31 0.99 279 121 0.93 259 122
Fresh deep-sea fish (tuna, marlin, wahoo, etc.) 2.04 1.19 0.50 206 1.01 0.50 315

'+ W[ ] CALC SHEET /CPI TABLE Time Series -4QMA -OLDTBL /Q TO Q RRE #Zeiabienss

Ml o F

=<z T 1026
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HOUSEHOLD INCOME IN 2005 Total Majuro Ebeye Eniburr Wotje Jaluit Arno Ailuk |
Households 1,205 544 357 60 43 57 80 64
Less than $2500 177 53 35 8 12 14 17 38
$2500 to $4999 20 32 15 4 6 6 14 13
$5000 to $9999 231 109 46 15 16 17 18 10
$10000 to $14999 186 82 63 8 4 8 20 1
$15000 to $24999 237 132 70 12 5 11 5 2
$25000 to $34999 131 58 60 9 - - 4 -
$35000 to $49999 93 49 38 4 - 1 1 -
$50000 to $74999 45 22 22 - - - 1 -
$75000 or more 15 Fi 8 - - - - -
Median (dollars) 12,603 14,737 17,321 11,500 6,167 7,625 7,200 1,861 | |
Mean (dollars) 17,482 19,080 22,463 14,854 6.767 8,803 9,521 3483 El
6. Family Income in 2005
Family mcome characteristics (family income only takes into consideration households with related
persons) show similar results, with Ebeye the highest followed by Majuro then Eniburr.
FAMILY INCOME IN 2005 Total Majuro Ebeye Eniburr Wotje Jaluit Arno Ailuk
Families 1171 526 355 58 38 53 80 61
Less than $2500 167 50 35 7 9 14 17 35
$2500 to $4999 84 29 15 4 5 4 14 13
24 108 45 14
il IS Tl 1036

A NIVO rg 4{}
»~
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~-| Combined Key Findings Doc.pdf - Adobe Reader -
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Key Findings: MAJURO ATOLL

Basic Demographics

e Majuro 1s home to nearly half of the entire Marshall Islands. continues to see
rapid growth (with a seven-fold inerease in its population from 1958 to 1999) and
a 2006 population estimate of some 28.000

e The central to western areas of the main island of Majuro have seen rapid
residential development in recent years

* Since the last census. in addition to domestic migrants from other atolls. Majuro
has also scen a significant influx of at least several hundred Asian migrants

s Median age on Majuro has increased from 19 to around 21 from 1999 to 2006

e Majuro has a steadily aging population structure, but still has nearly 40 percent of
its population below the age of 15

* Majuro is the highest receiving area of both domestic and international migrants.
with some 6.209 persons in the 1999 census having resided clsewhere (in RMI
and abroad) before coming to Majuro

® Majuro also serves as a large sending area for international migrants to the US

e Majuro’s dependency ratio of .64 was the lowest among the surveyed areas

Household Characteristics

s Majuro’s household size of 7.5 persons was lower than Ebeye’s and Eniburr’s but
higher than the other surveyed arcas

e Dclap had the most crowded houscholds, averaging 8.6 persons

e Majuro’s home ownership rate was 87 percent. similar to the overall rate for all
arcas surveyed

& The majority of households made no payments on their residence buildings. while
15 percent made morigage payments

7 & | -
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