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Abstract

This report aims to portray a Pacific society in crisis. I will focus on: how a foreign
tourism investment has been rendered by the local people as a social crisis even before
any specific construction begins; why the crisis, could possibly reveal the current
configuration of Yapese hierarchy—while the “customs and traditions” has been vested in
an institutionalized government branch, Council of Pilung (“Council of Chiefs”), the
highest traditional authority, Dalip pi Nguchol (“Three supporting stones of a cooking pot,”
usually translated by Yapese as “Paramount Chiefs”) has been ironically disputed,
shattered and hollowed.

Interestingly, gender, while being evasive in the front of pronounced hierarchy, has
become vocal specifically concerning the female ties to the land. Ideologically, land
transactions and inheritance are in male’s domain. However, females have significant
right to “guard” their natal land via the line of mafean (“father’s sister””). When the
foreign investor has started acquiring land via soliciting land leases, which intends to
lease the land parcels for at least 99 years with low rent payment, also intends to cut off
female’s ties to the land, dissents from all walks of Yapese have been mounted.
Remarkably, while the legitimacy of Dalip pi Nguchol is dissolved, the
rendered-to-be-unseen gender dimension of hierarchy has exposed, and finally, skillfully
voiced.
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