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Understanding Micronesian Adoption in Contemporary Legal Contexts

PhD Student, Department of Anthropology, University of Pittsburgh
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Abstract

Pohnpet, located in the West Pacific, is both the capital of Federated States of
Micronesia (FSM) and the biggest island of the country. This report summarizes the
field feasibility research | conducted during 2012 summer. In the research proposal, |
intended to study the phases of family in contemporary Micronesian culture,
especially the influences that people decide to practice legal adoption. For Pohnpei
people, the identity of family is practiced through participating and sharing in daily
lives rather than blood ties. Therefore, adoption in Pohnpeli is not a breakup with
biological family though current legal process is limited to recognition of adoptive
parenthood. Instead, the adoptive child bonds the two families — Not only the child
can be cared by both biological and adoptive parents but he has “double”
opportunities to inheritance. In fact, Pohnpei people emphasize adoption is a win-win
situation, and they continue to identify the self and genealogy through culture.
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Koropin David Jrfg5t—>0 - f =5&5ERH & 1Y % Seae JErs oo @I 72 s

( Micronesian Area Research Center (Marc) ) 24 5 24\ i 5E B 1B Hi R B e g =
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HEE : X - BF - &=

A B ANBIAY S B RE 7 A RS 7 38 38 Rl IR 223 P A E R
WG E > n] DU B S — D i T A0S e SO B R R A B iR i B g i
BERHIEOR B AL S BRI RFZENBE R EUR W2 H7 - Hf
WoE L H IR 7 —(ERe AL © BRI > 2 DR E B SRR T 2R (R 2
RIS - FFEE SRR 2 B (VB H s EATREEE e - So— A s HT
AR RBUFFTER - WAKEBAEIPARIEAL - ERARE I
{EAVERR FAR B R AR - 4f E A GRER AR VSRR ~ g > FOUERIRVEEEEIR
e ] O G SR N EAIHIR SR (B H T —J7 AR o E NIy pwekipwek
B U ) B adoption B H 2R FISN « NIREREIE B LRI 3T
Al T E B B AT (F Ry S iR m] DUR A o P A h A RE T R (A
BB MR MRFHVEE A - MEEEAES T ERIR LS - EETE
H & TAEPAMESTSUCER e B T AR A S5UE - W EBUE A ST Iett PR B A
RN R (BB ABUT RS ARAEE ~ S AREAERAR ) BYAEE
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SRR T fRCE RIS RS E N - BUTHVBE I A B S ESbaVEE - NIt
7 AT B EeE 2 R A RIBEEDINE BB E A H AR 7
55 R G T LR o FARIEE L IRBEE  WEBA T RIS T
A FEFRER G LRI 2 -

BEERBELEAR > e FHiE ? ISl FENEREEESE - EH
TR o L5 N SR AR 2 50k B BeE T AR & ) aER 2 T AT
RERAYREA - e BB S  BonvRdE T DAEAS N BT A B ERAISEL > 7%
SEENE 2 - NEEMRRFETEL  ZaE oV G EIEEE
HE RS . — (g EIVAEEE > > @B EE S rREE e DUE#EK B
[l EES > P L EERE MEAYEEIE]

BN R P B IEE —Bhe AR RBTPHEA - SRR E - JE
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5 sE ohana FUIE& R » & ABYRE RIS T H8 R 52 hE R SE M A i
75 Clocation )EYREIE] R H T E s Sl ry 22 [ ( J. Kehaulani Kauanui 2008:40 ) ;
a2 BEENFEEHEE RS I IR e RS MR R & 7 aiE
EH/ -~ A ~ B R EAAEEE B EN 5L » &S LR [E Rt iR
HRLE « 280 @ SEEBUF R ERIT BN R ) BOR » B R ATEHZE E e
SO LM EE T o licss 320 0 By T HERESTHRIER [ FEA] (blood
quantum rules ) ; FiAHE #5 B &3 HE R R 1T FELFERIE A - Kauanui 52
— LA E TR EA ohana BF [EIBHEFT AN ARV R ATEAE 28 AN L 73 T ERER
NHYEERGEEIE] o BEZN ohana HYRE(H——/3 5 (share) ~ F{F: (responsibility) F1ih,
fir (status) J@HERIHK @ (HEREEE AFE C R EEMEZE RN — R LE
M RE%y 2 %0 (BREE) M4k 2

FHE B sk L e Re A L /D8 2/ B RIE M ARV B N L2 B
HATHAE S B DL Ry 2 57 28 fE P et FR4E A TR 280 NI AE BN BC A T T E B8
24 o (B 0 [HIER 2023 fEHRE B SR B S H i B E (Compact of Free
Assosiation ) &5HFEREMARAVASTRES 1L » R4V E RIf LA S 4 s d il e 55 g
—— TR E R AR ES » R EDOER R R EERAVEE (4 - 1R S (eI ey
Bt & SIEE BN BRI EERIAZ ERREF R 2 FiER Sz
FIRER A0 2 BN AR E S A 8 0 8 WA S Z S I NHZEE S E
H R A0 e EEE T 5A 5 BAEREEE ~ H > DURERAE RS £
B EIEA ST » B ANEM S G A0 o B 2 A AT T — P BV am s HE TAE R RERE

T -

9 Pohnpei Supreme Court Reports, Vol 3. http://www.fsmlaw.org/pohnpei/decisions/index.htm ( &§H{
HHH : 2012/6/30)
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T~ 5K (2012/7/28 ) » Madoleninmw 1y Nahnmwarki Z#Fij 2k #525% municipality
/T village chief FYELEH %L - {H1475 village chief 2 Nahnken of U {4 MNE » [R|H: 1%
HEERERENEY L ERNEE - FgmNIERREZ0E R - L%
EAUHrfE A F2 Nahnken H927- - Nahnmwarki 727 - Nahnmwarki of
Madoleninmw ~ Nahnken of U o IEHRBETT 2 B G = A > HANAH EAY A
TR RVIRERE -
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+ 1 Nahnmwarkl ﬁﬁfﬂ’]ﬁgkﬁﬂﬁ}: SNEERLHY Sakau roots - Sakau ZFE4ART
NEZNEEY) B AR EHERE ~ LU s 1 - B A7
k% Nahnmwarki - Sakau HYEXFEIEFAH & 545 » BT 245 Nahnmwarki
Nahnken » &5 =#F5a4A ATRE/Z Nahnmwarki HYZEF BT R R EE R E R (M)
S VUPRBAZARAIE municipality fEES A 72 52
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HEH #5= : Zr& &) (The Protestant Church)

+— ~ BFHYE H HR/A)E Protestant Church B 1) 1853 = Bl 58 {2 LT 47
BT H T » (S1E(f#8 5 Pitek en Ronganahu ( The Good News ) - ##i%g—
FEHARE U S8hEFE (e VU {E A HY municipality ( Sokehs, Kitti, Madoleninmw, U )
TR TSRS HNEOUEE) - 5 RIS /S KANEIE] Kolonia HYAA
HEEITIO ST - AEFEE—KIF Sokehs Zrer » (SHESEEAZEAE S -

—+ =~ I eI EE— 52 Protestant Church ( /£ Kolonia ) & it A f&f#% Mother church -
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