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World Austronesian Studies: Visiting Scholars Program
Report on visit to Taiwan from the 11" to the 28" October 2012

Dr Carol Joy Lentfer
Adjunct Fellow
University of Queensland

| would like to thank the World Austronesian Visiting Scholars Program for sponsoring
my visit to Taiwan as a visiting scholar. My visit was very successful and I look forward to
completing the research and publishing the results in collaboration with my research
colleagues in Taiwan. | give special thanks to Drs Scarlett Chiu and Hsiu-Man Lin for all the
hard work they put into organizing my visit and making it a success.

I am currently working on completion of a preliminary report with details of the lithics
and other material that was sampled for residue analysis. The schedule of activities is
itemized in the table below. Follow-on reports with additional information pertaining to my
research will be submitted as soon as they are completed.

Table 1. Visiting Scholar Program of Activities

10/10/2012: Depart Brisbane 11.35pm for Kuala Lumpur (KL).

11/10/2012: Arrive KL 5.30am. Depart KL 9.30am. Arrive Taipei 3.15 pm. Taxi to
Academia Sinica and book into accommodation at Centre of Academic
Activities, Academic Sinica. Meet Dr Scarlett Chiu for dinner and discuss
schedule for visit.

12/10/2012: Morning - Meet Dr Chiu and Dr Shu-Fen Lin in the Microscope and
Palynology laboratory at the Institute of History and Philology (IHP). Inspect
microscope facilities and make arrangements for workshop.

Afternoon — Public presentation entitled ‘Residues in Archaeology’ at the
National Taiwan Museum (NHT).

Evening — Dinner with Dr Chiu and visiting linguists Drs Laurie Reed and
Ritsuko Kikusawa.

13 — 14/10/2012: Prepare for lectures and workshop including collection of reference material
with graduate students in archaeology.

15/10/2012: 10-12am — Lecture entitled ‘Principles of Phytolith and Starch Analysis’ at the
IHP. This was attended by graduate students and professional academics.
2-5pm — Workshop entitled ‘Identification of Starch and Phytoliths’ in the
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Microscope and Palynological laboratories at IHP with kind assistance from Dr

Shu-Fen Lin.
16/10/2012: 9.15am — 12.15pm - Lecture entitled ‘Tracking the Prehistory of Bananas’ at
NTU.

Afternoon — Flight to Taitung City where | was met by Dr Hsiu-Man Lin and
taken to the Taitung Cultural Excursion Resort at the National Museum of
Prehistory (NMP). Dinner with Dr Hsiu-Man Lin in Taitung.

17/10/2012: Morning - Prepare for translation of presentation with Dr Hsiu-Man Lin at the
NMP followed by lunch with the Museum Director, Professor Sha-Nan Chang
and Drs Hsiu-Man Lin and Hsiaochin Yang.

Afternoon — Presentation ‘Residues in Archaeology’ featuring research at
Liang Bua, Flores, Indonesia. This was attended by Museum staff.

18/10/2012: Morning - Prepare for translation of presentation with Dr Hsiaochin Yang Lin
at the NMP.

Afternoon — Presentation ‘ Tracking the Prehistory of Bananas’ featuring
research at Liang Bua, Flores, Indonesia. This was attended by Museum staff.

19/10/2012: Meet with I-lin Wu and discuss her Ph.D project at the Chaolai archaeological
site, Taidong County. Select and photograph lithics from the site for residue
analysis.

20 - 21/10/2012: Preliminary analysis of residues using the x10 hand lens and the
low-powered stereo microscope. With Dr Hsiu-Man Lin, collection of 4
samples of tooth calculus from material derived from the Wou-Shan Tou
archaeological site.

22/10/2012: Short experiment with I-Lin Wu to test tool function. Train to Yu-Li where |
was met by Yu-Hsuan Tseng, BaXiangdong project assistant. Travel to the
workstation at Changpin, Taitung County and visit to BaXiangdong to see the
newly excavated archaeological site LH27 in the rockshelter adjacent to Hailei
Cave. Introduction to fieldworker Wen-Lien Chen and Project assistant Harry
Liu. Accommodation at the BaXiangdong Project workstation with Yu-Hsuan
Tseng and Harry Liu.

23/10/2012: Discussion of the BaXiandong archaeological sites with Yu-Hsuan Tseng.
Select and photograph unwashed tools from the LH27 excavation for residue
analysis.

24/10/2012: First stage of residue analysis using x10 magnification. Preparation of tools for
transport to Tainan and examination using low-powered stereo microscopes.
Travel to Yu-Li and train to Tainan via Taitung where | was met by Dr
Tsuo-Ting Lee and taken to the Sendale Tainan Science Park Hotel.

25-26/10/2012: Continuation of analysis of the LH27 stone tools at the Archaeology Museum
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in the Tainan Science Park using a stereo-microscope fitted with a camera.
Return to Taipei in the evening of the 26™.
27/10/2012: Meet Dr Chiu in the morning and enjoy the open day at Academia Sinica.
28/10/2012: Meet Professor Tsang in the morning for discussions about the BaXiangdong
Project, publication of results from my research during the visit and future
collaboration.
3.20pm - Depart Taipei for Kuala Lumpur. Arrive KL at 8.20pm.
29/10/2012: 9.30am - Depart KL for Brisbane. Arrive Brisbane 19.30pm.
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