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Abstract

Sabah is a state of Malaysia, it is located on the north portion of the island
Borneo, it is mainly the place where the indigenous people distribution in Malaysia
and the biodiversity there is very abundance. The indigenous people accumulated
many knowledge to sustainable use of the natural resources through observation and

experience of practice, Tagal is one of the mechanism to conserve freshwater fishery.

Tagal is a word in Kadazan-Dusun’s language, it means “NO” and also has the
meaning of Taboo, it is a way to protect specific natural resources. In the beginning, it
is for the individuals to protect the fruit trees of crops, and then it becomes for a
village to protect freshwater fishery together, and the leader will be the chief of the
village. From 1970s, due to the people using electricity, poison and bomb to catch the
fish, the population of fish declined very fast, and Tagal has also been stopped.

In 1994, Kampung Notoruss in Penampang wants to make the fish come back so
they resume the practice of Tagal. After that, more and more villages also revive the
practice of Tagal, especially the Kampung Babagon, they revive the Tagal in 2000.
This trend influences the policy development of the freshwater fishery conservation in
Fishery Department of Sabah. They implement the traditional knowledge into the
policy and they even make the legislation to give the full access right to the village.
During the revival of Tagal in villages, there are a NGO of indigenous people
movement called Partner of Community (PACOS) also has an important role.
Nowadays, the outcome of Tagal system by Fishery department of Sabah is very
successful and famous in the world. This field work is a case study of the process how
they resume the Tagal and how they implement in Kampung Notoruss and Babagon. |
also want to find out the influences of NGO and policy, knowing what’s their roles in
the resume of Tagal.

Keywords : Tagal ~ Kadazan-Dusun ~ Notoruss ~ Partner of Community (PACOS) ~
Freshwater fishery conservation
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