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Abstract

Located in Tongariro National Park in New Zealathere are three well-known living
volcanoes which were regarded as sacred mountaits {apu or wahi tipuna?) to Maoriiwi
around this area. Among them, Mt. Ruapehu is thst fianous one. The New
Zealand-Europeans started skiing on the mountaabaut 1913. After then, the volcanic
activities were made aware by local governmengrgists and the RAL ski company. On the
other hand, the social relation between loaalnd the mountain changed. In this project report,
| take the social relation between human and Magetiu as an understanding point. | look at
how these actors: Maori of Ngati Rangi, local goweent, skiers and scientists, interact with the
mountain. Among these actors, | put most emphasNgati Rangi Maori, who became aware of
who they are and to look after their living envineent under the influences of tourism economy.
| argue that the cultural aspectMf. Ruapehu, beingwaahi tapu, is still reproducing in different
contexts of daily life even though the changingiattions between Ngati Rangi Maori and the
mountain. Moreover, the reproducing mwtgwﬁl tapu, which can be sacredness and dager
at the same time, provide a communicatio_n__ __p_qu‘_berhw e%_fl\lgati Range Maori and scientists

when doing scientific voleaniciresearcha . %o
' 2
J— | [ir]
Keywords: Maori, Volcano, Sacredness, Danger® o
| >

2 \Wahi means place and spadapu is generally translated as sacred, but it canraisan danger, forbid...etc. To
understand the meaningtapu, it needs to be put in the using contexts. Tipuneans spiritually ancestor. It is
different fromtupuna, ancestor with physical form. Mt. Ruapehu is betmahi tupuna andwahi tipuna.ln daily life
useage, people of Ngati Rangi weshi tapu when referring to the mountain in order to shasjpiritual connection
with human.
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Mai arara te Tupua!
Mai arara te Tahito!

Tene au

Tenel au terangahau ana, ki te ao, ki te po
Kia Ranginui et iho ne,

Kia Papatuanuku etakoto ake nei.

Mai arara, mai whearatoku ahungamai?
Tahuri whakataumaha, huri whakamama
E te Kahui Maunga ko wai ra koe?

Ina, Matua Te Mana te aungahi piataata matahi

Pikimai Rawea te kai-kukume ake matua whenuaro wali
Terongo nel ia hihi,

Terongo nel ia haha me huka tatairango.

Tina, tina toko te manawa or a, he manawa or a!

Ko te Roi-a-Rangi mo Rua- te-Tipua

Ko te Roi-a-Rangi né Nukuhau e

Te patukituki ka ta whakahirahira Kahui Maunga ma.

Ko toka pokohiwi ka hora maru tapu, e Nga Turi-o-Murimotu
Te ahi ka o Paerangi i te Whare Toka

Te puta mai te Kahui-o-Rangi, te Kahui-a-Rua

Tona hekengamai i Te Wai-a-Moeki Paretetaitonga

Kotearahekenga, ko te ara hokinga mo nga uri kotuku

Katuku, katuku atu i nga hau kaha ia Parakakariki, ia Mouwhakaar ahia
Hei tohu, hei whakaatu ki te ao!

Whiti, whanao, hara mai te toki!

Haumia! Hui €e!

Taiki €

Let usreturntoour origins!

Returning to the time prior to common knowledge
Returning to the time of the ancient knowledge
Searching

Under standing the evolution of life

Absorbing the force of Father Universe
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Absorbing the energy of Mother Earth
To truly understand who | am
Internalising thislearning...

| now know who | am.

| am thefirst shinny scale of the Great Fish

| am the energy that turned the Fish to Land

War mth embraced

Cold embraced, | am the blanket of snow

| am the pulse of the Great Fish

| am the tears of the heavensfor Rua-te-Tipua

| am thetears of the heavens from Nukuhau

Divine connection, | embody the Mountain Clan

Anointed as custodian of life, aswindow to the spirit world
| am Nga Turi-o-Murimotu.

Thefirefrom the House of Sone of Paerangi, | am
The genesis of the Sky Clan, | am
The genesis of the River Clan, | am
Emanating from out of Te Wai-a-M oe(sleeping water)
Thealpha, | am. The omega, | am(the beginning and end of the earth)
The upper winds, | am
Thelower winds, | am
Thisis my declaration!
A declaration sanctified by stone
Let usuniteasone
Unitein conscious thought!
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